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Your house is where? 

Thanks to Principal Engineer 
William Kingsland of Planning and 
Crew Supervisor William Parrott of 
Washington Township Yard, a house 
suffered little damage and traffic kept 
moving on Route 130 in Cranbury. On 
December 2 a modular house tumbled 
off its transport trailer and landed in the 
middle of Cranbury Circle. Quick- 
thinking Kingsland and Parrott went 
into immediate action to set up a safety 
zone. Aided by Assistant Crew Super- 
visor Michael Trainor and Maintenance 
Workers Richard Hopkins, Edward 
Rider and David Fernandez, the crew 
set up a truck with directional arrows, a 
variable message sign and set out 
traffic cones. 

These actions prevented motorists 
from traveling near the site of the 
mishap and gave the truck crew a 
chance to get the house off the circle 
and back onto the trailer. Cranbury 
Township Police Lt. WiliamI. _ 
Maxwell praised the NJDOT crew and 
how they managed this majof traffic 
realignment. 


From Mongolia to NJ 

It’s halfway around the world, but 
the common thread between Mongolia 
and New Jersey these days is highway 
construction “how to.” The Morris 
Consulting Group heaped praise on 
Field Manager Ike Mardekian in 
Region North for his thorough presen- 
tation to visiting highway officials from 
Mongolia in November. Meeting at the 
Palisades Interstate Parkway Adminis- 
tration Building, Mardekian showed the 
officials how flexible pavement, 
rumble strips and raised pavement 
markers are part of highway construc- 
tion in New Jersey. 
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21-mile HOV lane opens on I|-287 


When you drive solo on Route I-287, 
stay out of the fast lane during weekday 
peak hours between Exit 21 in Bedminster 
and Exit 41 in Parsippany Troy Hills. The 
21-mile HOV lane, 
one of the longest in 
the country, opened on 
January 19, one year 
ahead of schedule and 
on budget. 

Developed to 
increase the people- 
moving capacity of the 
1-287 corridor and 
encourage carpools, 
HOV lanes are marked 
with a distinctive white 
diamond and are 
located at the far left of 
the highway. Carpools 
in HOV lanes can move more people in 
fewer cars, eliminating traffic congestion 
and giving everyone a better commute. 

The NJDOT Communications Office 
has been directing a marketing campaign on 
radio and in newspapers to alert commuters 
to the goals and benefits of carpooling on the 


Our Work On the HOV Lane Is Over. 
Now It’s Ready to Work For You. 


lane. NJ TRANSIT is offering a new 
vanpool incentive to employers in the 
corridor. 

The complex construction contracts 
were presided over by 
Henry Cole in Project 
Management. Jim Paral, 
director of Traffic Opera- 
tions, heads the HOV task 
force. Paral is assisted by 
Meg Frampton from the 
office Assistant Commis- 
sioner Pippa Woods. The 
HOV opening team also 
includes Dennis Merida 
and Randy Prescott, 
Federal Highway Admin- 
istration; Krista Rupertus 
and Camille Sinclair, 
Communications; Doug 
Bartlett, Traffic Engineering; Jean 
Servideo, Traffic Operations North; Jim 
Pivovar and Laine Rankin, Mobility 
Strategies; Dennis Keck, Intelligent 
Transportation Systems; George Kusiw 
Transportation Data Development and the 
State Police. 


Recycling Update 
Specialist offers recycling tips for state offices 


In fiscal 1997 NJDOT recovered 50 
tons of paper from the NJDOT print shop 
alone! That’s three percent of the total 
recycled office paper for the Mercer County 
area. 

Visiting Department of Treasury 
Recycling Specialist Athena Sarafides on 
December 9 gave NJDOT employees 
updates on how and what to recycle. 
Sarafides emphasized that the state provides 
three separate containers for three types of 


recyclables. 

“Don’t mix them, keep them in their 
own container,” she said. There’s a con- 
tainer for newspapers, magazines and phone 
books, one for aluminum cans, glass 
bottles, plastic bottles and steel cans, and 
one for office paper mix. The latter includes 
white paper, computer printouts, colored 
paper, envelopes (including pink interoffice 
envelopes) post-its, NCR paper, brochures 
and fax paper. 


Construction reuses ashpalt, glass, tires 


Since the enactment of the 1981 “New 
Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source 
Separation and Recycling Act” that required 
all state departments, agencies, offices and 
state colleges to carry out paper, cardboard, 
newspaper, glass, metal and plastic recy- 
cling programs, NJDOT has complied with 
the law, and gone one step further. 

NJDOT’s Bureau of Materials and the 
Research Unit worked with the Division of 
Solid Waste Management of the NJ Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection and the 
Federal Highway Administration to research 


and develop procedures for recycled 
materials in highway construction. Accord- 
ing to Project Manager Robert F. Baker of 
Quality Management Services, a principal 
on the task force, this includes crushed 
recycled container glass, asphalt shingle 
manufacturing waste and ground tire rubber 
for use in asphalt concrete. 

Using standard department mix 
gradations, researchers successfully 
developed bituminous concrete surface and 
base course mixes with 10 percent by 
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Recycl i ng u pdate continued from page 1 


weight of the mix of 3/8” crushed 
recycled container glass. Known as 
“glassphalt,” the glass mixture is used in 
the base course. 

To develop another recyclable, 
NJDOT mixed ground bituminous asphalt 
shingle waste with the department’s 


Check your driving habits 
Your driving habits will make a 

difference and reduce your 

contribution to air pollution. 


Here are some tips 

¢ Consolidate your trips 

¢ Avoid excess idling 

¢ Minimize cold starts 

¢ Limit your warm-up time 

¢ Speed up and slow down gently 

¢ Drive at a constant or steady 
speed when possible, use 
cruise control when traffic 
conditions permit. 


standard. Construction crews used this 
mixture on Route 94 in Yellow Frame and 
on Route 15 in Sparta to compare the mix 
with the standard bituminous concrete 
surface course mix. NJDOT is running 
cracking, rutting, ride quality and skid 
resistance tests on the pilot road areas. 


Ground rubber tires in a bituminous 
mix is another way to go. It is practical 
from the standpoint of mix design 
technology, but there are concerns about 
long-term pavement life, environmental, 
safety and worker health before NJDOT 
uses it statewide. 


NuUDOTers celebrate the holiday season 


K¢ p Hundreds of employees met in the cafeteria to share an afternoon of cookies, punch, 
8: © entertainment and dancing on December 23 at the invitation of Commissioner John 
Wr J. Haley Je Principal Engineer (and DJ) Ray Andrejcik Sr entertained folks. 

Not a shy group, employees of every rank soon were center Stage singing, 
dancing and throughly enjoying the Department’s holiday fete. 


New license plates bolster cancer research 


¢ Watch your speed. Most cars 
get their best gas mileage 
between 35 and 45 miles F 
‘Wy 
per hour. q op 
s 


January marks the beginning of an 
exciting era in the struggle to Conquer 
Cancer in New Jersey. The 
Department of Health 
and NJDOT 
have joined 
forces in 
this uphill 
battle to 
raise the 
money for 
research. 

And you 
can help. 

When you 
purchase the Conquer Cancer license 
plates adorned with lavender violets 


you're supporting research for this worthy 


cause. The blue-purple flowers are set off 
by the graduated goldfinch yellow of the 
reflectorized plates. 


Monies_ collected from all fees for 
the Conquer Cancer 
license plates are 
deposited in the Cancer 


established in the 


if the fund earns 
income from 
deposited funds, 
that interest will be 
credited to the research fund. 
Pay a one-time $50 fee (and a $10 
yearly renewal) and get the Conquer 


Cancer plates at any motor vehicle agency 


or by mail. Call 1-888-3339 toll free from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 


Friday for agency locations or for a mail-in 


application. Personalize your Conquer 
Cancer plates for an initial fee of $150 


Look for February’s 
Black History Month 


program announcements. 


Research Fund that was 


Department of Health 
by public law. Also, 


(and a $10 yearly renewal fee) up to five 
characters. 
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NJDOTers support state 


charities; some win ‘thank you prizes 


While charities in New Jersey will 
receive over $100,000 from NJDOT 
employees’ contributions to the New 
Jersey State Employees Charitable * 
Campaign fund this year, some 
contributors are traveling, keeping their 
vehicles tuned and looking good because 
of the “thank you” prizes they received as 
donors. 

The results of other NJDOT charitable 
drives were also excellent. Department 
coordinator of the coat/toy drive Donald 
Miller reported it a huge success. As the 
eight decorated gift bins at headquarters 
quickly filled, Miller arranged regular 
pickups with the Governor’s Office right 
up to December 23. 

Commissioner Jane M. Kenny of 
Community Affairs sent thanks to Com- 
missioner John J. Haley Jr. for NJDOT 
employees’ response to the request for 
donated items during Domestic Violence 
Month. Bergen County shelter residents 
benefitted from NJDOT’s generosity. 

NJDOT ran special raffles this year to 
thank employees who donated to the state 
campaign. Prizes included more special 
parking spaces than last year and other 
donated items. For example, Tom Saylor 
of Project Management won two tickets 
donated by Roger Nutt to the Rutgers and 
Wake Forest game in October. 

Winners of tickets to the NJ State 
Aquarium at Camden (donated by the 
Aquarium) were Timothy Lertch of 


Obituaries 
Retired NJDOT civil engineer 
Norwood S. Skinner died November 
10 in Trenton. Skinner also designed 
municipal tax maps throughout new 
Jersey. His wife Dorothy survives him. 
U.S. Navy veteran of World War II 


Norman Sterling died November 19 in 
Trenton. Retired from NJDOT in 1991, 
Sterling’s survivors include his wife 
Carol, brother Gordon, several neph- 
ews, great-nephews and a great-niece. 
Retired NJDOT employee John T. 
Frosch died November 30 in Brick. 


Roadway Design, Ray Milam of Support 
Services, Eugene Grybowski of Program 
Support Services, Kal Satija of Project 
Management and Ken Kyte of Data 
Technology. 

Alan Cohen of Construction North 
and Laura Walker of Motor Vehicle 
Services enjoyed tickets to the Liberty 
Science Center at Liberty State Park in 
Jersey City (donated by the center). 
Meanwhile, Sandy Hornick and John Zim 
are sporting custom sunglasses donated by 
their creator Bob Dombrosky of the 
Support Services. Jessie Murray of 
Auditing & Accounting and Al Woodrow 
of Procurement won gift certificates for a 
oil change donated by Paul Allen. 

Winners of the reserved parking 
spaces in NJDOT Headquarters lots B and 
C were Yvette Woodson, Deb Snyder, 
Lucille Pierson, William Hoffman, Paul 
Cohn, Mary Saia, Wendy Molner, 
Madeline Gibson, James Burns, Dave 
Kuhn, Jack Evans, Norbert Teufel, 
Maryann Mazon, Fran Cocchiola, Howard 
Immordino, Richard Arndt, Kim Sharp, 
Eric Kraehenbuehl, Sarah Summiel, Larry 
Vogel, Dennis Keck, David Eberhardt, 
Phoebe Denow and Jessie Murray. 

Assisting Loaned State Executive Jack 
Naiman with the campaign were Human 
Resources Bill Bennett and Jerie Parker, 
Charitable Campaign Chairperson. The 
hard-working campaign canvassers carried 
out the day-to-day chores. 


The U.S. Army veteran of World War II 
and the Korean War is survived by his 
wife Elizabeth, a niece and a nephew. 

Records Technician Lorraine 
Nucera of Trenton died December 2. 
Survivors include sons John J. Jr. and 
Gary F., three grandsons and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Retired MVS Sr. Clerk Typist 
Florence Allison died December 13 in 
Trenton. Survivors include her son 
Raymond, one grandson and many nieces 
and nephews. 


On the move 

If you’re looking for Communications 
Office Press Officer Jeff Lamm on a 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, he’s 
covering the Motor Vehicle Services news 
desk. Lamm spends Mondays and Fridays 
at NJDOT Headquarters. 


New Arrivals 

Traffic Engineering’s Kevin M. 
Conover, P.E. and wife Beth greeted their 
first child on September 10. Destined to be 
Dad’s golf partner, Jeremy Ray weighed in 
at 6 Ibs., 3 oz. 

Information and Systems Management 
Coordinator Bob Giangrasso and wife 
Anne Marie welcomed 6 lbs., 3 02. 
Rebecca Elizabeth on November 3. 


Many thanks 
MVS’ Margaret Palen thanks 
everyone who donated sick time to help 

cover her absence for five and a half 
months. Palen returned to work in 
December. 


RETIREES RNS), 
Crew Supervisor {¢ 
Guy Kimble of Regional Operations 
South, Road Maintenance-Highway 
Marking retired this month after 33 years 
of service. Other retirees include Anthony 
Germani, Principal Right of Way Negotia- 
tor of Capital Program Management, 32 
years; Crew Supervisor William R. 
Coleman of Road Maintenance-Highway 
Marking, 30 years; Sr. Investigator Alvin 
Cortright of Motor Carriers 25 years; 
Safety Specialist 1 Charles Petrauskas of 
License, Registration & Inspection, 
Manahawkin Vehicle Inspection Station, 
25 years; Safety Specialist 2 Landon 
Latshaw of License, Registration & 
Inspection, Asbury Park Vehicle Inspection 
Station, 24 years; Supervisor 3 David V. 
Tarnow of License Registration & 
Inspection, Manahawkin Vehicle Inspec- 
tion Station, 24 years; Secretarial Assistant 
2 Mary Duda of Capital Program Man- 
agement, Configuration Management, 23 
years; Supervisor 2 Joseph Smith of 
License, Registration & Inspection, Jersey 
City Vehicle Inspection Station, 20 years; 
Division of Human Resources Manager 
William Keith of Regional Operations 
North Director’s Office, 19 years; Con- 
struction and Maintenance Technician 4 
Daniel DiBenedetti of Construction 
Services & Materials, 14 years; and Senior 
Data Entry Machine Operator Catherine 
Loretangeli of Revenue Information 
Processing, Special Services, 12 years. 
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Blue ribbon continued from page 1 
Signing for 1998 and beyond 


There are new signs on the 16-mile I-287 corridor from 
Route 22 to the NJ Turnpike thanks to the dedication of Region 
Central Resident Engineer Jo Ann Schutz. The L.B. Foster 


Company praised Schutz for her understanding and cooperation 
in completing the signing project in an expedient manner. 
Although she followed the contract to the letter, Schutz also 
ensured that “formerly” signs were placed simultaneously with 
the newly numbered exit signs. 
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Test your EQ* 


To test your awareness of ethics violations, NJDOT Ethics 
Liaison Officer Jeff Stoolman regularly prepares hypothetical 
cases based on the ethics rules. You can find out what you know 
about ethics violations by reading the case, then taking the quiz. 

The solution 

Equipment Supervisor Ed Innocent enjoys trips to Atlantic 
City on his days off from work. For years, Innocent’s winnings at 
the casinos totaled thousands of dollars. 

At work Innocent is completing an order with Nelly Nicely, 
an officer of the company designated as NJDOT’s vendor. 
Personally, Innocent and Nicely have known each other through 
work and a singles’ club. They also have a mutual fondness for 
gambling in Atlantic City. 

The choices 

One day as they chat about Atlantic City, Nicely mentions 
she’s going to attend a vendors’ association conference this 
weekend and will play some poker. Nicely also mentions to 
Innocent that she has two casino complimentary room passes for 
the weekend and an extra complimentary meal pass to the 
convention. Nicely offers Innocent the free passes and predicts a 
great weekend together gambling and doing other activities. 
Innocent accepts. 

Based on the above case, do you think Innocent violated any 
ethics rules? 

1. No. Innocent can do whatever he wants, with whomever 

he wants, in his free time away from NJDOT. 

2. Yes. Minimally, Innocent has created the appearance of an 

ethics problem. 

3. No. Nicely did not give Innocent anything that cost her 


money. 
4. Yes. It may appear that Nicely was trying to influence 
Innocent’s NJDOT work. 
The answer 

The answers are 2 and 4, based on state ethics law and the 
NJDOT Code of Ethics, Section VI. Under NJDOT Code of 
Ethics, Section VI: “It is the policy of the Department of 
Transportation that no employee shall accept any gift or other 
thing of value from any firm, organization, association or 
individual doing business with the Department, or those that 
could reasonably be expected to do business with the Depart- 
ment.” 

Also, under the N.J. Conflicts of Interest law, N.J.S.A.52: 13D- 
23(e)(6), “No state officer or employee . . . should accept any 
gift, favor, service or other thing of value under circumstances 
from which it might be reasonably inferred; that such gift, service 
or other thing of value was given or offered for the purpose of 
influencing him in the discharge of his official duties.” 

Reread the case and you’ll see that Innocent likely violated 
the NJDOT Code and the State Conflicts Law. Innocent improp- 
erly accepted a gift from someone doing business with the 
Department. The complimentary room and meal ticket had value, 
though they cost Nicely nothing. The public may reasonably 
perceive that Nicely gave Innocent these gifts to influence him in 
his NJDOT contracting duties, skewing future contracts in 
Nicely’s favor. 

If you have questions on this hypothetical case study or any 
ethics situation, call Stoolman at 609-530-2064. 

*Ethics Quotient 


